








The Scholé Journey 


Dear Scholé Symposium Participants:


Welcome to The Scholé Journey, Scholé Communities Symposium! We are so glad you are 
here. 


We have structured the retreat as well as we could to ensure that it will be restful. We don’t want 
to merely study scholé, we want to do scholé. We think that you likely want this too, or you 
would not be here!


It may be counterintuitive, but we think that by doing scholé together we are actually doing 
something very practical when it comes to teaching our own children and leading our own 
communities. If we want our children to restfully study the things that are most worthwhile, but 
never really restfully study ourselves, how can we meaningfully help our students to do the 
same? We cannot give what we do not possess; we cannot provide for restful study when we 
ourselves are anxious and hurried. 


So enjoy scholé together with several others also hungering for it, and know that is may be one 
of the most practical things you do all year to serve your children.


In this symposium guide, you should find everything you need to follow along our journey 
together as we contemplate, consider, study, listen, and discuss. If you need anything at all, 
don’t hesitate to ask anyone of us for assistance.


We also encourage you to share your experience of the retreat with others who would 
appreciate hearing from you. When you share quotes, thoughts, or photos on ClassicalU and 
social media, please use the retreat hashtag #ScholeJourney. 


Yours for a restful day(s) together,


The YOUR GROUP NAME Team 

(List Names of Leaders Here)


“This is what the Lord says:

‘Stand at the crossroads and look;


    ask for the ancient paths,

ask where the good way is, and walk in it,


    and you will find rest for your souls.’”

Jeremiah 6:16 NIV







Symposium Schedule

8:30- 9:00


Gathering Time/Check in 


9:00-9:15

Welcome, Prayer, Psalm Reading, and Hymns


9:15-10:30 Introduction & Plenary 1


Introduction to Classical Education (42:03min)- by Dr. Christopher Perrin- The renewal of 
classical education has grown significantly over the last two decades. However, even 
seasoned classical educators agree that it can still be difficult to answer the fundamental 
question: “What is classical education?” In this foundational presentation, Dr. Christopher 
Perrin provides a clear definition of classical education and then explores key questions.


Q&A


11:00-12:00 Plenary 2


Introduction to Scholé  (32:45min) Dr. Christopher Perrin helps educators to more deeply 
understand and apply the tradition of contemplation and restful learning encompassed by the 
word scholé. Most Americans have inherited an approach to education that is filled with 
ceaseless activity and a great deal of anxiety. In this presentation Dr. Perrin recovers an older, 
classical approach to education that was more restful and contemplative, emphasizing deep, 
lasting learning.

Scholé Contemplation: Artist Study: The Wanderer Above the Sea of Fog, Caspar David 
Friedrich

Q&A


12:00-1:30 Lunch


1:30-2:30 Breakout A

Breakout 1: 


Morning Time (30:59) Scholé Muse Kathy Weitz describes how to start your 
homeschooling day well with a family gathering and reading, often called Morning Time.

Reading Aloud (20:45) Kathy Weitz covers the practices and principles needed to benefit 
fully from reading aloud

Scholé Muses focus on the practice of scholé. How can homeschool educators who have 
been formed by modern progressive education learn how to teach restfully, bringing an 
atmosphere of peace to the homeschooling day and to the hearts of the children?

Q&A


Breakout 2: 

Essentials of Effective Teaching: Foundational Principles  (17:29) Robyn Burlew 
describes those foundational principles that must be heeded in order to become an 
effective teacher. She considers the relationship that a teacher ought to have with students 

https://classicalu.com/courses/intro-to-classical-ed/lessons/intro-to-classical-ed-course-introduction/
https://classicalu.com/courses/schole-restful-learning/lessons/lesson-1-introduction-to-schole/
https://www.wikiart.org/en/caspar-david-friedrich/the-wanderer-above-the-sea-of-fog
https://classicalu.com/courses/course-3-practice-of-schole/lessons/lesson-1-morning-time/
https://classicalu.com/courses/course-3-practice-of-schole/lessons/lesson-3-reading-aloud/
https://classicalu.com/courses/essentials-of-effective-teaching/lessons/lesson-1-foundational-principles/





(dispenser, facilitator, or master) and how to hold the classical view that students are whole 
persons.

Discussion: The Teacher and Healthy Relationships (40:32) Dr. Perrin and Robyn 
Burlew discuss the importance of cultivating healthy relationships. Topics included are: 
What is an appropriate, healthy relationship with a student? What does it look like when a 
teacher has healthy relationships with other peers? Robyn explains the master-apprentice 
model as incorporating aspects of the teacher as dispenser and teacher as facilitator 
models “at opportune times.” How does a teacher know when to move from one didactic 
mode to another? Why is embodiment important for education in a classical school or 
homeschool setting?


Breakout 3: 

Awakening the Moral Imagination through Fairy Tales and Stories (7:32-38:23) Dr. 
Vigen Guroian presents on the ways that classic literature awakens the moral imagination, 
how education is about making virtuous persons, and building up the moral imagination to 
serve a child well through the whole of life.


On Fairy Tales and the Truth in Them - Dr. Vigen Guroian discusses the real value of 
fairy tales and tells about why we should introduce them to our children.


	 

3:00-3:30 Breakout B


Breakout 1: 

Discussion of Narration (18:33) The Scholé Muses talk together about the use of 
narration within your homeschool..

Intro to Liturgical Learning (4:37) Colleen Leonard describes how we learn through 
intentional practices and liturgies.

Q&A


Breakout 2:

 What is Narration? Assimilation and Assessment (33:26) -by Jason Barney-The 
English educator and reformer Charlotte Mason (1842 – 1923) encouraged the practice of 
a reading practice called narration in which students learned to tell back and summarize 
passages which they have read. In this course, Charlotte Mason expert, Jason Barney 
explores and explains this practice and shows how teachers can employ to great effect and 
benefit. Jason Barney discusses the essence of narration in this session.


Breakout 3:

 Assessing Students Classically -Josh Gibbs on How to Test Students (18:27) Josh 
Gibbs explains how to create meaningful tests for upper-school students in literature, 
history, and theology.

Q&A


3:45-4:45 pm Plenary 3 

Recovering Scholé—A Discussion with Sarah Mackenzie (1:02h) by Dr. Christopher 
Perrin & Sarah Mackenzie


4:45 -Benediction & Dismissal

Benediction: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow


https://classicalu.com/courses/essentials-of-effective-teaching/lessons/discussion-1-the-teacher-and-healthy-relationships-preview-content/
https://classicalu.com/courses/awakening-the-moral-imagination-through-fairy-tales-and-stories/lessons/lesson-1-the-moral-imagination-and-the-importance-of-stories/
https://classicalu.com/courses/awakening-the-moral-imagination-through-fairy-tales-and-stories/lessons/lesson-2-on-fairy-tales-and-the-truth-in-them/
https://classicalu.com/courses/course-3-practice-of-schole/lessons/lesson-5-discussion-of-narration/
https://classicalu.com/courses/course-3-practice-of-schole/lessons/lesson-6-intro-to-liturgical-learning/
https://classicalu.com/courses/narration-a-classical-guide/lessons/lecture-3-what-is-narration-assimilation-and-assessment/
https://classicalu.com/courses/assessing-students-classically/lessons/assessment-lesson-3/
https://classicalu.com/courses/schole-restful-learning/lessons/schole-learning-lesson-2/















The Wanderer Above the Sea of Fog, Caspar David Friedrich

Artist Study

https://www.wikiart.org/en/caspar-david-friedrich/the-wanderer-above-the-sea-of-fog
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